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~ VALOR, FIRMNESS &
COURAGE OF WOMEN

IN KARBALA

¢

INTRODUCTION 3

The tragic event of Karbala, which occurred on the 10th of Muharram, 61
AH (October 630 AD), stands as a beacon of truth and resistance in Islamic
history. While the focus often remains on the unmatched sacrifice of Imam
Hussain (AS) and his male companions, the remarkable valor, steadfastness,
and spiritual courage exhibited by the women of Karbala is equally profound.
Their presence, resilience, and post-battle activism helped immortalize the
message of Karbala and transformed the participants of the battle into
symbols of divine resistance and moral strength.

This article aims to explore the pivotal role of women in Karbala,

highlighting their sacrifices, speeches, emotional resilience, and
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contrlbutlons to the preservation and dissemination of the message of
Imam Hussain (AS).

Dl

WOMEN AT THE HEART OF THE

KARBALA MOVEMENT

Karbala was not a battlefield of traditional warriors alone; it was a

stage for an ethical revolution where both men and women stood shoulder
to shoulder in defense of truth and justice. The caravan of Imam Hussain
(AS) included not only valiant men but also women who consciously
chose to accompany him, fully aware of the looming danger. These
women were not bystanders but active participants in a moral revolution.
Their courage was not limited to the battlefield. It was expressed

through unwavering faith, dignified endurance, and eloquent defiance

against injustice. They upheld the values of Islam at a time when tyranny
and falsehood threatened to distort the teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW).

_%E SAYYIDA ZAINAB (SA) %
> THE VOICE THAT SHOOK TYRANNY

Sayyida Zainab (SA), the sister of Imam Hussain (AS), emerged as the
central female figure of Karbala. Her unmatched resilience and eloquence
in the face of oppression earned her the title of "Messenger of Karbala™ .
The aftermath of Karbala is as significant as the battle itself. The women,
led by Sayyida Zainab (SA), turned the humiliating procession from
Karbala to Kufa and then to Damascus into a journey of enlightenment.

Despite being shackled, starved, and paraded as captives, they never
ceased to speak truth to power. It was Sayyida Zainab (SA) who led the
caravan of captives. Her famous sermon in the court of Yazid in
Damascus remains one of the most powerful indictments of tyranny in
history. She fearlessly declared:
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heavens and the earth for us and that we have become your captives, Just

because we have been brought here in a group? Do not be so proud. The
days are governed by fate, and soon you will be judged by Allah.”

Despite being a grieving sister and mother, she stood firm with clarity
and strength, dismantling Yazid’s propaganda and exposing the true nature
of his regime. Through her sermons in Kufa and Damascus, she
transformed public perception and ensured that the sacrifices of Karbala
would never be forgotten. Their speeches dismantled the propaganda
machinery of the Umayyad regime.

By the time they reached Damascus, public opinion had begun to shift.
People who were initially misled into thinking that Imam Hussain was a

rebel realized the gravity of Yazid's crimes. The captive women became

revolutionaries, awakening the conscience of the Muslim Ummah.

HAZRAT UMME RABAB (SA)

DIGNITY IN THE FACE OF HEARTBREAK

Hazrat Umme Rabab (SA), the wife of Imam Hussain (AS), endured
one of the most heartbreaking tragedies at Karbala—the martyrdom of her

six-month-old infant, HazratAli Asghar (AS). The baby was mercilessly
killed with a three-pronged arrow while in his father's arms.

Despite the unimaginable loss, Hazrat Umme Rabab(SA) did not
collapse under sorrow. Her composed grief, dignified mourning, and
unwavering loyalty to the mission of Imam Hussain (AS) remain
inspirational. After returning to Medina, she refused the comforts of life
and chose to live in mourning, rejecting proposals of remarriage and
enduring the sun's heat as a symbolic gesture of solidarity with her
martyred husband.Her silent strength speaks volumes, making her an
embodiment of faith and maternal valor.

Al —




27 Hazrat Umm Wahab (RA): A Mother’s Revolutionary Spirit

Among the lesser-known yet highly courageous women of Karbala is
Umm Wahab (RA), the mother of Wahab ibn Abdullah al-Kalbi (RA), a
Christian convert who embraced Islam and sacrificed his life for Imam
Hussain (AS). Not only did she encourage her son to fight, but she also
requested permission to join him on the battlefield—an offer respectfully
declined by the Imam.

When her son was martyred, she demonstrated unparalleled resolve.
Even when Wahab’s severed head was thrown toward her, she picked it
up, kissed it, and exclaimed:

"Well done, my son! You have honored me before the Lady of Light,
Syeda Fatima Zahra (SA)."

Her stance exemplifies the universal appeal of Karbala—cutting across

religious, ethnic, and cultural lines—and the inspirational power of
motherhood rooted in truth.

% HAZRAT UMM KALTHUM (SA) %
) THE GENTLE STRATEGIST |

Hazrat Umm Kulthum (SA), another daughter of Imam Ali (AS) also
known as Zainab e Sughra (SA), was a source of solace and emotional
strength for the women and children. Though less publicly prominent than
Sayyida Zainab (SA), her presence was essential to maintaining unity and
hope during and after the tragedy.

Historical narrations suggest her engagement in negotiations to prevent
further harm and her efforts to protect the children during the journey of
captivity. Her balanced temperament and quiet leadership represent a
different, vet equally essential form of courage—rooted in compassion and
wisdom. She accompanied her elder sister and strengthened her to fight
through bold speeches in the markets, stops and in front of Yazid. She
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ﬁ}herself was an eloquent speaker and jurisprudent but her reverence

K

towards her elder sister would always keep her one step behind Syeda §
Zainab (SA) and she remained silent in the presence of her elder sister.
After the tragedy of Karbala, when the caravan of Ahl ul Bait (AS) was
allowed to travel back to Madinah, it passed from Kufa and that was the
time when the younger daughter Imam Ali (AS) shook the hearts of Kufi's
by openly shaming them for betraying Imam Hussain (AS) and killing

Hazrat Muslim bin Ageel (RA).

SYEDA SAKINA BINT HUSSAIN (AS) %

INNOCENCE IN CHAINS

Syeda Sakina (SA) (also known as Sukayna), the young daughter of
Imam Hussain (AS), is perhaps one of the most tragic and tender figures
of Karbala. Though only a child, she bore the full weight of grief and
captivity with unmatched composure.

The night before Ashura, she is famously reported to have wept while
resting on her father's chest, asking him not to go to battle. After his
martyrdom, she was seen crying over his head, which had been placed on
a spear. Despite her young age, Sakina (SA) became a symbol of spiritual
resistance. She didn’t allowed soldiers of Yazeed to touch her neck to
loose the rope in her neck maintaining the chastity of her lineage. She
never asked the oppressor for water instead of her endless thirst. Her
suffering in Yazid’s dungeon and her eventual death from grief further
emphasize the cruelty of the oppressors and the innocence of Karbala’s
martyrs. Her story remains a moving example of how even children
became carriers of the Karbala message. Her life reminds us that courage

is not bound by age.
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%’/’ @ CAPTIVITY TURNED INTO A % %
> PULPIT OF RESISTANCE :

The journey from Karbala to Kufa and Damascus was filled with
humiliation and pain, but the women of Karbala, especially Sayyida
Zainab (SA), turned every stop into a platform for awakening. Instead of
remaining silent captives, they used their voices to expose the atrocities
committed against the household of the Prophet (SAW). Their sermons
became spiritual revolutions, planting seeds of resistance that would grow
for generations. The eloquence of Sayyida Zainab (SA), the calm dignity

of Rabab, and the mourning innocence of Sakina shook the conscience of

the Islamic world and transformed public opinion against Yazid.

% THE REDEFINITION OF COURAGE %

In Karbala, bravery was not confined to the battlefield. The women of
Karbala redefined courage—proving that true bravery lies in:

« Upholding faith under pressure

¢ Speaking truth to power

¢ Mourning with dignity

» Resisting tyranny without physical weapons

Their courage was rooted in their intimate connection with the divine
mission of Imam Hussain (AS) and their absolute submission to the will of
Allah (SWT).r

@ LEGACY & INSPIRATION %
: FORMUSLIM WOMEN ¢

The legacy of Karbala's women transcends time and geography.

Throughout Islamic history, their stories have inspired movements of

resistance, educational reform, and spiritual revival. In modern times,
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women in Islamic societies continue to draw strength from thelr :

examples—whether in activism, education, or personal sacrifice. Annual
commemorations of Ashura and Arbaeen are replete with the mention of
these women's stories. Their courage is not merely remembered; it is
emulated. They are not mourned as victims but celebrated as heroines who
carried the torch of Islam through darkness.

CONCLUSION

)
L
~

2

The women of Karbala were not passive figures in a historical tragedy;
they were pillars of the Husayni revolution. Their valor, firmness, and
courage continue to resonate across centuries. Through tears and trials,
through chains and sermons, they carried forward the message of Imam
Hussain (AS): that truth must be upheld, no matter the cost.

In a world still rife with injustice, oppression, and spiritual confusion,
the legacy of the women of Karbala is a guiding light. May we not only
honor them with our remembrance but strive to embody their virtues in
our lives—standing with the oppressed, resisting falsehood, and living

with dignity, courage, and unwavering faith.

(50 —_— 2025J—mﬁL/lu,-/’:




=
g

s

*

S f
A

3

<)
Al

L

Hr

*

..-’o{‘drz
AL

ﬁ}f”

Lo d

Py

+*

&

%

/b
by

‘e
—r”
ot

[ e

ey

sl

+2025



M o n ) h i y

DUKHTARAN-=-E-ISLAM auc-2025 Regd CPL No.45
_— L AHORE

¥ PN .
Jsﬂégd 211 et U1500 L "

3 ¢

x K

Z 3 L. i 2 -
Do M'ﬂ'&bﬁ

S E www.minhaj.org | 042-11-140-140

2w TouTube /DrQadri @ @ TahirulQadri




	سرورق
	فہرست
	فرمان الہی و فرمان نبوی ﷺ
	خواب، تعبیر، تکمیل
	ادرایہ: پاکستان قدرت کا معجزہ ہے
	جشن عید میلاد النبی ﷺ کی شرعی دلیل: شیخ الاسلام کی کتاب ’’معمولاتِ میلاد‘‘ سے اقتباس
	سیدہ زینب سلام اللہ علیہا کی حیات مبارکہ
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